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Washington County Board of Zoning Appeals 
Agenda 

April 7, 2026 
 
 

Call to Order and Roll Call. 
 

Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Approval of the Agenda. 
 

Approval of the March 3, 2026 Meeting Minutes. 
   

Public Comment and Public Hearing: 
 

Each individual shall be given three (3) minutes to address the Board regarding Agenda 
items. Comments shall be limited to items on the meeting’s Agenda. 

Public Comment Regarding Agenda Items 

Public Hearing Regarding Interpretation Request 

Old Business:  
 

None 
 

New Business: 
 

Interpretation Requests 

1. Midway Baptist Church  
3414 West Walnut Street (Tax Map 053J, Group C, Parcel 022.00), Johnson City 
Interpretation of Section 510.2.2 regarding conformity with sign regulations. 
(File #26WC-00171) 
 

Other Business:  
 

None 
 

Adjournment. 
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Washington County Board of Zoning Appeals 
Meeting Minutes 

March 3, 2026 

 
Members Present:  Chair Roger Verran,  Bill Graham, Wayne Rupert, Mike Masters 
Members Absent:  Vice-Chair Lesley Musick 
Staff Present:  Christopher Pape, GISP; Brice McNamer 
Visitors:  Christopher Shaver, Matt Stanley, Mark Kolarsky, Mike Kearney, Chad Correll 
      
Chair Verran called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M., and the attendance roster 
circulated. On a motion made by Mr. Graham, seconded by Mr. Masters, the agenda 
was approved unanimously (4-0). 
 
On a motion made by Mr. Masters, seconded by Mr. Graham, the December 2, 2025, 
minutes were approved unanimously (4-0) 
 
Chair Verran opened the meeting for public comment and public hearing related to 
agenda items. Christopher Shaver and Mike Kearney spoke in favor of the request.  
Matt Stanley and Chad Correll approached with general questions, but no opposition or 
support of the request. Seeing no one else to speak, the public comment and public 
hearing were both closed. 
  
The Board considered a variance request to Section 621.9.2 of the Zoning Resolution to 
reduce the “clear fall zone” of a wireless transmission facility located at 184 Joe R. 
McCrary Road from 325 feet to 180 feet. Staff reported that the initial construction of the 
wireless transmission facility was by means of a previous variance request, and that 
supporting documentation was provided at that time to support a lesser fall zone in 
relation to the proximity to property lines. A new variance request is needed to clarify 
the “clear fall zone” as it relates to building locations. Referencing that the supporting 
documentation is adequate, a motion was made by Mr. Masters, seconded by Mr. 
Graham, to approve the request as presented. The motion carried unanimously upon a 
voice vote (4-0).  
 
There being no further business, Mr. Rupert made a motion to adjourn the meeting, 
seconded by Mr. Graham. The motion carried unanimously (4-0), and the meeting 
adjourned at 9:18 A.M. 
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Interpretation Request – Midway Baptist Church 
3414 West Walnut Street, Johnson City, TN 37604 

Tax Map 053J, Group C, Parcel 022.00, 8th Civil District 
 
 

Owner/Petitioner:  Midway Baptist Church 
Agent:  Austin Brown, Foster Signs   
 
Lot Size: 1.5 acres  
 
Zoning/Use: R-1 (Low Density Residential District) / Church 
 
Request: Interpretation of Section 510.2.2 regarding conformity with sign regulations. 
 
Analysis: The petitioner requests an interpretation of Section 510.2.2 of the Zoning 
Resolution. This section states the following: 
 
510.2.2   Conformance Required 

All signs erected, replaced, reconstructed, expanded, or relocated on any property shall 
conform with the provisions of this Article and with all other pertinent laws. For the 
purposes of sign regulation, this Article shall supersede the provisions of Article III 
where the two Articles conflict. 

 
This request is related to a submitted sign permit application for an electronic message 
board sign. The sign structure is existing, but does not meet current setback 
regulations.  
 
Staff Interpretation: It is the opinion of Planning Staff that any establishment of an 
electronic message board sign requires full conformance with current regulations. This 
is due to electronic message boards being defined and regulated as a specific type of 
sign, such as wall signage and freestanding signage. Introduction of a different type of 
sign, such as an electronic message board, within the area of an existing sign face or 
cabinet that was previously either permitted or understood as a legal nonconformity and 
no longer meeting current regulations, does not constitute a continuation of the existing 
sign. 
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Interpretation Request 
Midway Baptist Church 

 Application 
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Interpretation Request 
Midway Baptist Church 

 Location Maps 


